Psychology in Everyday Living             307
extent of his personality difficulties. When an otherwise normal
child gets into delinquency through bad companions, his chance
for reform is excellent if he is placed in a good environment.
When young delinquents remain in their old environment, from
half to three-quarters become repeaters, Healy finds.
The commonest offenses for boys are stealing, running away,
truancy, and sex delinquency. For girls sex offenses provide by
far the largest category, partly because a sexual offense is con-
sidered more serious for girls than for boys.
Social, economic, and cultural backgrounds of delinquents and
criminals are discussed in the chapter on How Personality Devel-
ops. A typical pattern for development of delinquency involves
slightly inferior intelligence (70 to 90 I.Q.) and bad home con-
ditions such as rejection, quarreling between parents, neglect, or
lax discipline. Absence of the father often is an important cause
of delinquency. A socially disorganized community, of low eco-
nomic status, with gangs, pool halls, and various types of vice,
breeds misdemeanor and crime.
War conditions accentuate delinquency seriously. Parents' ab-
sence from the home, inadequate housing hi defense centers,
pared budgets for recreational projects, a general spirit of ag-
gressiveness and lax wartime standards probably account for
much of the increase. Girls3 sex offenses multiply because normal
social activities are interrupted and because, in the absence of
boy friends, the prevailing idea is to give soldiers and sailors a
"good time.53
No one solution for delinquency exists. CLIFFORD SHAW shows
that supervised community recreational activities help. New
housing projects along with slum clearance play a part in pre-
venting delinquency. A chance for jobs and for adequate voca-
tional training is another beneficial factor. However,, none of
these will suffice unless poverty along with home conditions and
personality problems of youth are dealt with. The prospect dur-
ing wartime is not bright; it should be better afterwards.